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         The Eastford Communicator 

November 2016, Vol. 25, No. 8 

 BRODEURBITS 

 

[Brodeurbits is a regular compilation of writings and ram-

blings from the First Selectman and others and elsewhere, 

some profound, others mundane; all hopefully of interest 

and import, aimed at communicating and informing.] 

 

[This month: Voting and Volunteering, Catch-22 and 

Catch 155, Concrete Crumbling and Fences Tumbling] 

 

Election Day 2016 is Tuesday, November 8, with Presi-

dential, Congressional, and State Legislative offices to be 

filled by you, the electorate. Your vote is Freedom’s privi-

lege.  Eastford polls will be open from 6 a.m. until 8 p.m. 

in the Lower Town Office Building.  The latest voter reg-

istration figures for Eastford show 308 Democrats, 431 

Republicans, 426 Unaffiliated, and 8 Other, for a total reg-

istration of 1,173 voters. 
continued on next page 

November, 2016 Calendar 

1    Registrars of Voters, Lower Level TOB, 9am-8pm 

      Conservation Commission, Library, 7pm 

2    Eppi Drill, TOB, 8am-12pm 

      Res. Deadline: Seniors Harvest Dinner at Grill37 

      Nahaco Commission, TOB, 7pm 

3    Long-range Transportation Workshop, TOB, 7pm 

4    Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am 

5 AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 

6 Daylight  Saving Ends 2:00 am,  fall back 

7    Registrars of Voters, Lower Level TOB, 9am–5pm 

      Fiddle & Song, EES, 3:30-5pm; 5-8pm 

      School Readiness Council, EES, 6pm 

      Book Discussion, Library, 7pm 

8    Election Day, Lower Level TOB, 6am-8pm 

      Planning Commission, Library, 7pm 

9    Recreation Commission, TOB, 1:30pm 

      Registrars of Voters, TOB, 5pm – 7pm 

10  Holiday crafts-all ages, Library, 10am-12noon 

      Solarize CT Workshop, TOB, 7pm 

      BOE, EES, 7pm 

11  Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am 

12  Senior Harvest Dinner, Grill37, 5:30pm (res.) 

      AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 

14  Fiddle & Song, EES, 3:30-5pm; 5-8pm 

      BOS, TOB, 7pm 

      Clean Energy, Library, 7pm 

15  Republican Town Committee, Library, 7pm 

16  Communicator Deadline 

      Home Energy Solution Workshop, TOB, 7pm 

17  Inland Wetlands Commission, TOB, 7pm 

18  Yoga, TOB, 8:15-9:15am 

19  EES Auction/Dinner for Grade8 D.C. Trip, 5pm 

      AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 

21  Fiddle & Song, EES, 3:30-5pm; 5-8pm 

      Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm 

22  EES Readiness Thanks Celeb’n, EES, 10:30am 

      Transfer Station Committee, TOB, 1pm 

      Democratic Town Committee, Library, 7:30pm 

23  Thanksgiving Celeb’n, Congregational Ch, 7pm 

25  Yoga, TOB, 8:15am – 9:15am 

26  AA Meeting, TOB, 7:30pm 

28  Fiddle & Song, EES, 3:30-5pm; 5-8pm 

      Yoga, TOB, 5:30-6:30pm 

      American Legion, TOB, 7:30pm 

Thank you to our advertisers & donors! 

In this season of Thanksgiving, please consider  

making a special donation to 

The Eastford Communicator. 

We need and appreciate your donations! 

Donors & businesses 

 who advertise make it possible for us to provide 

 local news & information free every month 

 to more than 900 Eastford households. 

Our advertisers offer  

products & services for your every need, 

including gifts & gift certificates. 

Dine In - Take Out - Catering 

Fruit & Gifts - Pet Care - Lumber & Hardware 

Tax & Legal Services - Health Care 

Real Estate & Home Services  

Honest Auto Sales & Service...and more! 

Thank you to recent donors: 

Ken & Peg Bernier 

Art & Lennon Brodeur 

Mary Duncan 

Sherry & Scott Huri 

Memorial Donation Honoring 

Veterans & Active Service Members 

by Carol Davidge 

Note: Memorial Donations are Gratefully 

Accepted & Acknowledged 

You are keeping the Communicator alive! 

Please patronize our advertisers &  

Thank donors & advertisers for supporting  

YOUR  Eastford Communicator 

Please send donations to: 

Eastford Communicator 

P.O. Box 253, Eastford, CT 06242 

Vote! November 8, 6am-8pm 

Eastford Town Office Building 

(See p. 10-Info re: Registering to Vote) 
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 continued on next page 

    The new self-contained compactor for the Transfer Sta-

tion has been ordered and preparation for its installation 

has begun with the placement of electrical conduit. Fol-

lowing preparation of a new concrete pad on which it will 

be placed, the compactor can begin operation.  With the 

advent of this new compactor, there will be changes in the 

types of commingled materials which can/should be 

placed in it.  We will keep you apprised of changes in 

methodology and rules as they evolve. 

Wouldn’t It Be Nice If: 

 Folks didn’t drive vehicles into the “Road Closed” 

chain link fence barriers at the Mill Bridge Road bridge 

construction site. Not only did a recent such incident re-

sult in property damage but also it had the potential for 

much more serious and grievous bodily harm if the chain 

and the fence had not held fast as it did. 

 Folks didn’t filch signs promoting and promulgating 

our comprehensive and constructive Town Clean Energy 

efforts such as Solarize Eastford/Willington. 

    Our catch basin contractor, Truax Corporation, has 

completed cleaning all the 155 catch basins throughout 

Town, at a cost of $15.41 per basin.  Old Colony and Pil-

fershire Roads have the most basins [22 each], with 

Westford Road at 18 and Ashford Road at 14 following 

next. 

     The Town is seeking a volunteer to assist Emergency 

Management Director Deb Richards in her ever-

increasing and demanding duties as Eastford’s main 

emergency contact and response implementer. Deb’s per-

formance in her volunteer role for the Town has been ex-

emplary, marked by constant availability and comprehen-

sive and caring responsiveness. But, to quote this year’s 

Nobel Laureate in Literature, Bob Dylan, “the times they 

are a changin’”, and the demands are greater and more 

expansive. So, we are seeking a volunteer Deputy Emer-

gency Management Director. The official job description, 

as promulgated by the State Division of Emergency Man-

agement and Homeland Security, states that the Deputy, 

among other things, “assists the Emergency Management 

Director in developing, organizing, directing and coordinat-

ing the Town’s Emergency Management Program with the 

goal of saving lives and protecting property by maintaining 

emergency operational capabilities that mitigate, prepare 

for, respond to, and recover from an emergency or disas-

ter.” The Deputy must be over 18 years of age and a U.S. 

citizen, and should be able to respond to emergencies 24 

hours a day, seven days a week. An applicant must have 

dependable transportation and will be subject to a police 

background check. If interested, and for more information, 

call the Selectman’s Office at 860-974-0133. 

    If one looks at the State Office of Policy and Manage-

ment’s Municipal Benchmarking data, one will find that the 

Town of Eastford spends the least amount of money in the 

State on General Government spending per resident. 

Eastford’s per capita spending in this category is $164.26. 

Next lowest is Scotland at $171.23 and Warren at $202.29. 

In contrast, Waterbury spends the most at more than $1,400 

per resident. Most of Eastford’s revenue comes from taxes, 

at $2,052.37 per resident. The least tax revenue is generated 

by Mansfield, Thompson and Griswold, with the most reve-

nue generation from taxes being in Westport and Weston 

[$6,600 and $6,100 per capita respectively.]  As to expendi-

tures, Eastford’s largest fiscal outlay goes to Education at 

$2,089.26 per resident. 

    Factoids:  The total value of construction permitted in 

Eastford in September 2016 was $68,300.  The Connecticut 
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Merlo’s Home Improvement 
         >Custom Kitchens  >Bathroom Vanities 
         >Entertainment Centers           >Hutches 
         >Interior Finish Work                >Exterior Finish Work 
         >Additions                                   >Remodeling 
         >Garages                                 >Roofing 
 

 Lauren Merlo 
Eastford, CT 

(860) 974-3331 

The Eastford Communicator 

 

State Police issued 28 traffic citations and eight written 

warnings in Town in September.  The Board of Assessment 

Appeals’ total adjustments for motor vehicles during the 

Fall hearings was a decrease of $447.66 on antiquated ve-

hicles or equipment. 

    A U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Disaster Declaration has 

been issued for Connecticut due to a drought that began on 

August 2 of this year. The federal USDA Farm Service and 

the Small Business Administration [SBA] have released 

disaster assistance programs in all eight Connecticut coun-

ties, Windham among them. USDA Farm Service Pro-

grams such as the Emergency Conservation Program, the 

Emergency Loan Program, and the Non-insured Crop Dis-

aster Assistance Program are available as are SBA’s Eco-

nomic Injury Disaster Loan Program. For USDA programs, 

contact the county USDA office; for SBA information go 

to the web at www.sba.gov/disaster. 

    At its regular meeting of Monday, October 3, 2016, the 

Board of Selectmen, upon recommendation of the Library 

Board, appointed Elizabeth Platt as Assistant Librarian. At 

the same meeting the Board voted to begin a review of the 

Town’s purchasing policies with a view toward determin-

ing how up-to-date they are, how comprehensive they are, 

and what revisions should be made. That review began on 

October 26. The Board also authorized me, as First Select-

man, to enter into an agreement on behalf of the Town with 

Eversource Energy regarding development and implemen-

tation of conservation and load management programs 

funded by the Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund. I have 

signed the agreement as part of our Town Clean Energy 

efforts. Also, at this meeting, the Board concurred in a re-

vised School Energy and Building Efficiency Request for 

Proposals [RFP]. The detailed RFP is available on the 

Town website at www.townofeastford.org. 

    Eastford is among the towns in our region impacted by 

the growing problem of crumbling concrete foundations. 

The Northeastern Connecticut Council of Governments [of 

which we are a member] has joined with the Capital Re-

gion Council of Governments to implement a suggested 

depreciation schedule for Public Act 16-45, An Act Con-

cerning Concrete Foundations, in terms of reducing assess-

ments for homeowners impacted by crumbling founda-

tions.  There has been considerable discussion regarding 

possible funding sources, the establishment of a list of 

screened engineers, testing services, and remediation ser-

vices to avoid scams; as well as potential legislation on the 

issue in the 2017 Legislative Session. Eastford Assessor 

Mary Lavallee has also been deeply involved in discus-

sions among area assessors on the matter. Twelve towns in 

Northeastern Connecticut are impacted by crumbling foun-

dations: Eastford, Union, Ashford, Woodstock, Thompson, 

Putnam, Chaplin, Hampton, Brooklyn, Scotland, Canter-

bury, and Plainfield.  Effected are structures built begin-

ning in 1983 which are within 20 miles of Stafford-based 

J.J. Mottes, the company that supplied concrete for many 

area foundations. 

Board of Education 

By Linda Loretz, Superintendent 

 

At its October Board of Education meeting, Megan Cal-

chera was appointed to the Board to fill the vacancy creat-

ed by Sharon Kozey’s resignation. Ms. Calchera has a 

background in community service and public policy and is 

eager to begin serving the Eastford community. Megan 

Calchera was also appointed to lead the Board’s Safety 

Committee and Stephen Sokoloski was nominated to rep-

resent Eastford at EastConn, the Regional Educational Ser-

vice Center. 

    Dr. Michael Harten, Academic Dean of Woodstock 

Academy, presented an academic report of all Woodstock 

Academy students and included data about Eastford high 

school students. Dr. Harten’s PowerPoint presentation can 

be found on the website under the Board of Education’s 

tab. Some information that was included in his presenta-

tion follows: 

Woodstock Academy’s Class of 2016 had a 99.6% 

graduation rate. 

Many faculty members at Woodstock Academy have 

gained statewide and even national recognition for 

their accomplishments. 

In 2016, 189 Woodstock Academy students took 309 

Advanced Placement (AP) exams. This number 

included eight Eastford students who took 19 AP 

exams. The Academy had 47 AP Scholars and five 

of them were from Eastford. 

In March 2016, all 258 juniors at Woodstock academy 

took the SATs and it was used as the required 
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http://www.sba.gov/disaster
http://www.townofeastford.org/
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Eastford Elementary School 

Annual Goods & Services  

Schedule of Events: 

 

5 - 6:30   Pasta Dinner, $6 per person 

                 Pasta, Meatball, Salad, Roll 

5:00  Sweet and Savory Bake Sale 

             Delicious Pies, Breads, Desserts 

5:00 Tea Cup Baskets open  

 Winners drawn all  night 

5:30 Silent Auction begins  

EASTFORD Residents, Families, Friends, and Community Members  

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Do you have a craft or talent to share? 

Do you know a business or someone who has wonderful items to donate? 

Donations are needed and very much appreciated. This one fundraiser supports  

 

PLEASE contact Amy Ayer   

at auction@eastfordct.org  

860-974-1130 

Saturday, November 19, 2016 

Eastford Elementary School, 12 Westford Road 

SILENT AUCTION ITEMS 

donated by:  NECONN soccer,  

Still River Mill, Wachusett Mountain,  

Vanilla Bean,  Special Art projects by  

LIVE AUCTION  by Holly Singleton and 8th 

Grade Students.  Featuring: Disney Tickets, 

Signed Red Sox baseball, Principal for a Day, 1 

Week of Day Camp at Crystal Pond and more! 

TEA CUP BASKETS filled with interesting, ex-

citing, and must-have useful items in the  

following themes: 

Chocolate/Candy, Family night,  https://www.facebook.com/EESAuction2016  

https://www.facebook.com/EESAuction2015
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 Eastford Elementary School 

Heather Tamsin, Principal 

 

Parent/teacher conferences will be held in the evening on 

December 1 and the afternoon on December 2. If you are a 

parent of a student at EES and you have not scheduled a 

conference, please do so as soon as possible. 

    Eastford Elementary School posts a monthly newsletter 

on the school website. Each newsletter provides curricular 

highlights and detailed descriptions of school events. You 

can find the newsletter at: https://www.eastfordct.org/

domain/79 

    We are looking for substitutes! If you are available dur-

ing the week to substitute for a teacher or paraprofessional 

and you have the necessary qualifications please consider 

filling out an application. Call the office for further infor-

mation. 

    I hope to see many community members on Saturday, 

November 19 for the Middle School’s Annual Goods and 

Services Auction. The students, parents and staff appreci-

ate the support of the entire Eastford community. Dinner 

and auction previews will begin at 5:00pm in the Eastford 

Elementary School gym. 

    We have received back our school performance results 

for the Smarter Balanced Assessment from the Connecticut 

State Department of Education. Parents of students in 

grades 4 through 9 have received individual reports for 

their children. As a school, we generally outperformed the 

state averages on the assessment.  The table below shows 

our percentage of students that met or exceeded the 

achievement level on the assessment compared to the state 

performance: 
 

 

Grade 
level 

ELA/Literacy 
Percent Level 3 
or above 

State Mathematics 
Percent Level 
3 or above 

State 

3 69% 54.0% 31% 52.8% 

4 75% 55.6% 42% 48.0% 

5 63% 58.8% 42% 40.9% 

6 62% 55.0% 46% 40.6% 

7 55% 55.2% 82% 41.8% 

8 73% 55.5% 67% 40.4% 

News You Can Use 

Deb Richards – Emergency Management Director 

 

The change of seasons means cold weather will soon be 

here. Make sure your home and vehicle are prepared for 

winter emergencies. Have emergency contact numbers on 

hand for friends and family and ensure children know 

what to do and who to call in case of a weather emergen-

cy.  Remember, that if you lose power; be sure to report 

your outage to Eversource by calling 1-800-282-4360. 

    In the event of a prolonged power outage, Eastford will 

open the lower level of the TOB as a warming/charging 

center and to hand out emergency supplies – water, tarps 

etc. A few cots are now stored at the EES but due to the 

absence of kitchen and shower facilities, EES cannot be 

used as an overnight shelter. Having the generator at EES 

will keep our children warm and lights on in the case of a 

power outage.  

    During a prolonged emergency, Eastford will join with 

Woodstock and Pomfret for regional sheltering at the 

Woodstock Town Hall. If you choose to stay at the shelter 

bring blankets, pillows, personal medications, and  games 

to keep children occupied. A shelter provides basic needs, 

a cot, bathroom facilities, food and a warm place to stay. 

If you stay in your home, be prepared to shelter in place 

for 3-5 days with enough supplies, food, water, medica-

tions, batteries, and a safe alternate heat source.  

    If you would like to help in case of an emergency event, 

please call Brenda at the TOB, 860-974-0133 option 3 or 

for information on how to become a Red Cross shelter 

volunteer go to www.redcross.org. 

 Visit http://www.ready.gov for more preparedness infor-

mation.   

 

Eastford Senior Citizens Fundraiser 

Family & Friends Harvest Dinner 

Saturday Evening, November 12 

5:30 PM - 8 PM 

Grill 37 Restaurant 
37 Putnam RD (Rte 44) 
Pomfret, Connecticut 

Music by SECOND HELPING 

w/ Michael Gallison & Bill Blanchard 

a 2-piece Acoustical Act 
Reserve & Pay for Tickets by Wed., Nov. 2 

Children $11, Members $14, Non-Members $19 

860-538-8868 

https://www.eastfordct.org/domain/79
https://www.eastfordct.org/domain/79
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Grade State 2014-15 Eng-

lish Language Arts 

Percent Level 3 or 

above* 

State 2015-16 Eng-

lish Language Arts 

Percent Level 3 or 

above 

Eastford 2014-15 

English Language 

Arts Percent Level 3 

or above 

Eastford  2015-16 

English Language 

Arts Percent Level 3 

or above 

Grade 3 50.8% 54.0% 77.0% 69.0% 

Grade 4 52.9% 55.6% 80.0% 75.0% 

Grade 5 55.9% 58.8% 75.0% 63.0% 

Grade 6 52.2% 55.0% 73.0% 62.0% 

Grade 7 52.1% 55.2% 77.0% 55.0% 

Grade 8 50.5% 55.5% 80.0% 73.0% 

All Grades 52.4% 55.7% 75.0% 66.3% 

       

Grade State 2014-15 Math 

Percent Level 3 or 

above 

State 2015-16 Math 

Percent Level 3 or 

above 

Eastford 2014-15 

Math Percent Level 

3 or above 

Eastford  2015-16 

Math Percent Level 

3 or above 

Grade 3 47.7% 52.8% 38.0% 31.0% 

Grade 4 44.0% 48.0% 55.0% 42.0% 

Grade 5 36.7% 40.9% 42.0% 42.0% 

Grade 6 37.2% 40.6% 55.0% 46.0% 

Grade 7 38.6% 41.8% 77.0% 82.0% 

Grade 8 36.6% 40.4% 67.0% 67.0% 

All Grades 40.1% 44.0% 56.0% 50.0% 

Board of Education Report 

By Linda Loretz 

 

    At its September meeting, the Eastford Board of Education received the Smarter Balanced Assessment scores. Alt-

hough these scores are only one indicator of student performance, Mrs. Tamsin and the teachers will continually analyze 

the curriculum to optimize student performance in English Language Arts and Mathematics. 

 

Connecticut and Eastford Smarter Balanced Assessment Results 

Level 3 is considered proficient. 



7 

The Eastford Communicator 

 

Fiddle & Song 

Tom French 

tomfrench@charter.net 

 

    What does it mean to be musical, to be mathematical, or to play baseball?  As a child, I recall seeing an instructive 

cartoon that displayed what was going on in the mind of a center fielder who is catching a long high-fly ball.  The car-

toon showed a series of equations being solved in fielder’s mind pertaining to time, distance, arc determination, and 

other calculations, all being computed simultaneously.  These calculations enabled the player to move backward just the 

right amount of distance in sync with the flying ball, posing his glove at the exact angle and correctly placing his glove 

in the track of the ball when it reached the height of his outstretched arm.  In athletics, this amazing ability is called be-

ing coordinated.. 

     When one thinks of mathematicians, the image is usually of a person pondering a mathematical problem, usually 

standing in front of a chalkboard with a large array of numbers and calculations.  If the mathematician is doing a theo-

retical problem, the array includes letters, superscripts, other symbols, and most always a statement that all of this 

equals “x” the unknown.  Human history has proved the truths of time dimension and time warp, as well other facts that 

can’t be easily seen.  One mistakenly tends to say the mathematician is really smart. 

    This column in the past has written about being “musical”, and in particular noted that it is not a rational skill.  The 

mind receives music and makes music non-rationally.  Likewise, being mathematical to the degree of knowing beyond 

perception is usually a matter of doing something often until the non-viewable truths are apparent.  The mathematician 

practices, as does the athlete and the musician.  For all, the achievement arrives when the mind directly connects to the 

task beyond the speed of thought.  To be in touch with the flow of life, the flying ball, the unobservable truth, the line of 

sound and time, we push our mind to go beyond basic understanding. 

Paid for by the PDTC, Margaret Huoppi, Treasurer 

mailto:tomfrench@charter.net
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Eastford Readiness Council 

Jennifer Barlow 

 

The EES Readiness Program had a great turnout for the 

school Open House last month. The children enjoyed field 

trips to Buell’s Orchard and Eastford Public Library.  They 

anticipate going to Creamery Brook Bison Farm soon.  The 

class was visited by Dr. Boucher at the beginning of Octo-

ber with an educational program for all the preschool chil-

dren. For more information on the program please look on-

line at the program’s handbook or by contacting the Head 

Teacher, Christine Kopplin at ckopplin@eastfordct.org or 

the Readiness Council Liaison, Jen Barlow, at jbar-

low@eastfordct.org . 

Mark your calendar! 

November 22: Thankfulness Celebration 10:30am-

11:30am- All families with children birth to five are invit-

ed to participate. Please RSVP to Mrs. Kopplin by Novem-

ber 8 so that we can plan accordingly. 

November 7: Readiness Council Meeting @ 6:00pm 

December 5: Readiness Council Meeting @ 6:00pm 
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Breakfast & Lunch Daily 

Dinner Wed-Sat 5-8pm  

(Check Website for Specials) 

Sandwiches, Organic Coffee, Baked Goods - WIFI 

Hamburgers, Build Your Own Subs - BYOB 

Hours: Sun 8am-4pm Mon 7am-4pm Tues 7am-7pm 

Wed thru Sat, 7am-8pm 

Call-in Orders & Catering Available 

www.coriandercafeeastford.com 

(860) 315-7691 

192 Eastford Road  Eastford, CT 06242 

 

11/06/16 

From the Eastford Historical Society 

DID YOU KNOW 

THAT THE FIRST STREET LAMPS 

 WERE PUT UP IN EASTFORD IN 1876? 

The Eastford Democratic Town Committee 

By Megan Calchera, Chair 

 

The Eastford Democratic Town Committee held its annual 

bake sale on Saturday, October 8th, and it was a big suc-

cess! Lots of goodies were sold and coffee, yard signs, 

and buttons were given away. Pat Boyd, candidate for 

State Representative, came to the event and was able to 

meet and speak with Eastford residents. A big thank you 

to Pat Boyd and to all who came by to support us and our 

Democratic candidates. See you on November 8th and 

don't forget to vote! 

Notice of Public Workshop 

Long-range Transportation Plan 

Thursday, Nov. 3, 7pm 

Eastford Town Office Building, Lower Level 

16 Westford Road, Eastford, CT 06242 

Held by NECCOG - Northeastern Connecticut Council 

of Governments 

 

The Northeastern Connecticut Council of Governments 

(NECCOG) will host a public workshop and informational 

meeting regarding the region’s Long-range Transportation 

Plan. The goal of the workshop is to gain input into a re-

gional transportation vision that examines opportunities for 

growth in road travel, freight and rail transportation, non-

motorized transportation and trails, and air travel. 

 

Agenda: 7pm 

 

I.   NECCOG staff will give a brief and detailed presenta-

tion on the purpose of the regional Long-range Transporta-

tion Plan 

 

II.  Members of the public will be shown detailed over-

views of the present state of different transportation modes 

in the region and will have the opportunity to offer feed-

back and local knowledge. 

Eastford Food Pantry  

 

The Food Pantry extends a very hearty “THANK YOU!!” to the 

many residents of Eastford who have helped replenish supplies 

to our pantry. As generous as friends of the pantry are, there are 

special needs during the holidays. Among items always most 

needed are:  low sugar cereals, oatmeal, rice, tuna, canned fruits 

and juices, peanut butter, jelly, pasta sauce, macaroni and 

cheese, bisquick or baking mix, granola bars, flour, sugar, cof-

fee, tea, toiletries. Please consider buying a few extra items on 

your next trip to the grocery store. You can drop them off in the 

Selectmen’s Office or call Karen & Steve Broderick for pick-up 

at 860-974-1618.  Please note that financial donations are also 

critical and allow us to purchase items essential to a balanced 

diet that may be missing from our pantry. Donations can be 

made payable to: Town of Eastford (Food Pantry on memo 

line),  P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. Eastford residents in 

need who would like to avail themselves of the food pantry can 

place a confidential call anytime to Steve or Karen at 974-1618, 

or contact the First Selectman’s Office. 

    Editor’s Note: During this holiday season, please consider 

making an extra donation of money, a grocery store gift card, 

non-perishable boxed stuffing mix, cans of chicken broth, cran-

berry sauce, pumpkin, green beans or other non-perishable 

items. 

mailto:ckopplin@eastfordct.org
mailto:jbarlow@eastfordct.org
mailto:jbarlow@eastfordct.org
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Vote on November 8 

Important Voter Information from the Eastford Registrars of Voters 

 

Here are some important items of information and dates for your convenience.  

    Registration forms are available from the Registrars during their regular hours in the lower level of the Town Office Building, 16 

Westford Road, Eastford. Forms are also available at the Eastford Public Library in the Ivy Glenn Building and the Post Office. One 

may also register to vote online through the Secretary of State’s website via the Connecticut Voter Registration System (google the 

Secretary of the State CT or go to: https://www.google.com/?gws_rd=ssl#q=secretary+of+state+ct) and then click on the section for 

“Elections and Voting.”.  

 

    Applications for absentee ballots also may be downloaded from the website of the Secretary of the State’s office. When they are 

completed by the voter, they should be sent to the Eastford Town Clerk’s Office, either in person or by mail. The mailing address is 

P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. The Town Clerk must receive the completed absentee ballot by 5pm on Election (November 8) in 

order to be counted. 

 

    If you need to register to vote, change your address (if you moved within the town), or to change party affiliation before the up-

coming election on November 8, 2016, the registrars of voters will be in their office which is located in the lower level of the Town 

Office Building on these days and times. 

 

November 1, - mail-in registrations must be postmarked by this date or will not be accepted. The same date is the deadline for hand-

delivered applications. Registrars will be in their office in the lower level of the Town Office Building on this date from 9am to 

8pm to receive such applications. The mailing address is: Registrar of Voters, P.O. Box 98, Eastford, CT 06242. November 1 is 

also the deadline for online voting (go to the Secretary of State-CT website: (https://www.google.com/?

gws_rd=ssl#q=secretary+of+state+ct), and then click on the section for “Elections and Voting.” 

 

Nov. 7  - 9am-5pm: The registrars’ office will be open to admit those persons whose qualifications to vote as to age, citizenship or 

residence is attained since November 1. 

 

Nov. 8  - Election Day - Polls are open from 6am-8pm in the lower level of the Town Office Building, 16 Westford Road, 

Eastford. Absentee ballots must reach the Town Clerk by 5pm this day in order to be counted. Also on this date, persons may reg-

ister to vote; in order to do so on November 8, you must have turned 18 by November 1, have become a citizen since that day, or 

moved into town the previous week. For all voters, when you come in to vote, you need either a photo identification (such a driv-

er’s license) or a piece of mail with you with your name and physical address on it. 

THE EASTFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
THE EASTFORD HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS SEEKING ADDITIONAL COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR ITS MIS-

SION OF COLLECTING, PRESERVING, AND SHARING DOCUMENTS AND ARTIFACTS THAT HELP TELL 

THE STORY OF EASTFORD’S UNIQUE HISTORY. BOTH VOLUNTEER AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT ARE 

CRITICAL TO OUR SUCCESS.  

 

COMMUNITY CHALLENGE:  

TOM AND ANNE LATHAM  

HAVE GENEROUSLY PLEDGED TO MATCH 

 ALL MEMBERSHIP DUES AND DONATIONS 

 RECEIVED BETWEEN  

OCTOBER 1, 2016 AND JUNE 30, 2017, 

 TO A MAXIMUM OF $5,000. 

 

Dues and/or donations can be transmitted using the membership form on our page of the Town of Eastford website, un-

der the Services tab https://www.eastfordct.org/domain/1137. Alternatively, donations may be sent by check payable to 

The Eastford Historical Society, Inc., at P.O. Box 350, Eastford, CT 06242. Donations are tax deductible. 

    THE SOCIETY THANKS YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST IN AND SUPPORT OF ITS EDUCATIONAL MISSION. 

THROUGH OUR ARCHIVES, PUBLICATIONS, PROGRAMS, WORKSHOPS, SCHOOL OUTREACH, AND OUR 

NEW MUSEUM OF EASTFORD HISTORY, WE WILL STRIVE TO SERVE THE ENTIRE EASTFORD COMMU-

NITY. WE ARE THE CUSTODIANS OF EASTFORD’S CULTURAL TREASURES, ENTRUSTED TO OUR CARE 

BY EASTFORD CITIZENS AND OTHERS.  

    Please contact us at EHSarchives@gmail.com if you have any collections to offer for the archives, and we will sched-

ule an appointment to meet with you to determine if they are a good fit with our collection criteria. 

https://www.eastfordct.org/domain/1137
mailto:EHSarchives@gmail.com
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DLM 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

    
   Int/Ext. Trim    Window Replacement 
   Custom Built-Ins   Computer Stations 
   Kitchen Remodeling    Painting Int/Ext 
   Ceramic Tile     Power Washing 

Dan Merlo 
974-1824 

Lic HIC.061598/2 Ref. Available 

The Eastford Communicator 

 NOTICE 

Eastford Grove Cemetery Association 

Board of Trustees 

Flags:  American flags and fire department flags will 

be removed after Veterans Day, Friday, Novem-

ber 11. The fire department flag holders will also 

be removed for the winter.  Plot owners who have 

military markers are encouraged to remove the 

markers for the winter and reset them the week 

prior to Memorial Day. 

Seasonal Decorations:  Artificial flowers will be 

allowed from Thanksgiving, November 24, 

2016 to March 15, 2017.  After March 15th, the 

seasonal decorations will be removed and only 

live plants will be permitted.  

For more information, contact a member of the Board of 

Trustees: Lauren Anderson, Herman Barlow,                  

Ken Grube, Faye Logee, Bev Lindemann,                             

Linda Torgeson, or Rick Torgeson,  

 

Library News  

By:  Susan Shead 

 

     The Eastford Public Library would like to welcome 

Beth Platt as our new Assistant Librarian.  Many of you 

will recognize Beth from her many years working at the 

Eastford Post Office.  Come down to the library and say 

hi to Beth! 

     On behalf of the Library Board I would like to thank 

all the patrons who came to the library during the week of 

Oct. 27th and participated in our Adopt a Book fundraiser.  

Remember you can still adopt a book as a gift to the li-

brary and recognize someone special at the same time. 

     A holiday card and tag making will take place at the 

library on Saturday Dec. 10th from 10-12noon for all ages 

including adults!  Everyone is welcome and registration 

is not necessary. 

     The library book discussion will take place on Mon-

day Nov. 7, 2016 at 7:00PM.  We will be discussing the 

book The Life we Bury by Allen Eskens.  All are wel-

come to attend. 

        There are discount passes available for Mystic 

Aquarium, Roger Williams Park Zoo, The New England 

Air Museum, and free admission passes to the New Brit-

ain Museum of American Art, The Wadsworth Atheneum 

and Connecticut’s Old State House.  We also have cou-

pons for 20% off admission to the Connecticut Science 

Center.  

Please note: 

The library will be closed on Thursday Nov. 24, 2016 

Thanksgiving Day. 

The library hours are Monday 3-8pm, Tuesday 10am 

to 8pm, Thursday 3-8pm and Saturday 9am to 1pm. 

 

Give Thanks With Us 

Special Thanksgiving Service 

We will give thanks for all that we have received….  

And then we will share some pie and celebrate together.   

Please join us Wednesday, Nov. 23, 7pm  

The Congregational Church of Eastford 

8 Church Road 

P.S. Save the Date – Christmas Dinner & Concert 

with Woodstock Academy Hill Singers 

Thursday, Dec. 15 
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MIDWAY PIZZA RESTAURANT 

We Specialize In 
American & Italian Dishes 

Pizza, Fresh Seafood 
And More! 

Route 44 
Ashford, CT 06278 

Peter & George Lytras                       429-1932 

The Eastford Communicator 

 

THE WOODSTOCK ACADEMY INDUCTS NEWEST 

MEMBERS INTO CONSTANCE HALE CHAPTER OF 

THE NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

WOODSTOCK, CT (October 11, 2016) – The Woodstock 

Academy is proud to announce the newest members of the 

Constance Hale Chapter of the National Honor Society, an 

organization whose members are selected on the basis of the 

commitment they have exhibited to scholarship, leadership, 

service and character. Juniors and seniors are invited to sub-

mit credentials if their G.P.A. is 3.65 or above. The new in-

ductees were honored at a ceremony on Tuesday, Sept. 27, 

2016 in The Woodstock Academy’s Bates Auditorium. Stu-

dents are listed below (name, grade, town): 

 
 Simon Becher, Grade 11, Brooklyn 

Ryan Black, Grade 12, Pomfret 

Caitlin Cannon, Grade 11, Woodstock 

Gabrielle Cavagnet, Grade 11, Woodstock 

Brendan Chapuis, Grade 11, Woodstock 

Christopher Claprood, Grade 12, Woodstock 

Abigail Dustin, Grade 11, Thompson 

Griffin Edwards, Grade 11, Eastford 

Nora Guszkowski, Grade 11, Pomfret 

Mia Herrera, Grade 12, Pomfret 

Allen Horn, Grade 12, Pomfret 

Patrick Houlihan, Grade 12, Woodstock 

William Lipscomb, Grade 12, Woodstock 

Ciri Miller, Grade 11, Woodstock 

Kiara Monahan, Grade 11, Woodstock 

Zhibo Peng, Grade 12, China 

Charlotte Powell, Grade 11, Pomfret 

Ashley Roy, Grade 11, Pomfret 

Stephanie Roy, Grade 11, Pomfret 

William Schad, Grade 11, Pomfret 

Jessica Semancik, Grade 12, Pomfret 

Ian Sohan, Grade 11, Woodstock 

Hannah Walley, Grade 11, Woodstock 

Ethan Werstler, Grade 11, Woodstock 

EES Teacher Report 

by Ms. Joan Muller 

 

PreK-8 Visual Arts & Designing Minds Enrichment 

Teacher  

 

As cooler weather prompts fall-related activities, this is 

crunch time for those helping prepare for the Eastford 

Elementary School Annual Goods and Services Auction 

to be held in the school gym on Saturday, November 19. 

As many of you probably know, the auction is a fundrais-

er for the grade 8 trip to Washington, D.C. in the spring. 

No doubt you’ll see more reminders of this key school 

and community event in weeks to come. It’s noteworthy 

that the eighth graders themselves do a lot of the work 

helping prepare raffle baskets and serving visitors during 

the dining portion of the evening (pasta dinner, bake sale 

and teacup raffle start at 5:00 PM; silent auction 5:30 

PM; live auction 6:15 PM). I’m a proud Visual Arts 

teacher in adding a special commendation to our eighth 

grade students because their breathtaking artwork will be 

unique auction items. Mrs. Amy Ayers will be coordinat-

ing the framing of student art made during a Mexican 

Mirror project. Although I’m little biased (plus I’ve had 

the pleasure of teaching several of our grade 8 students 

since they began their academic career as Kinder-

gartners!) their contribution is just one of the ways our 

school represents character and commitment from the 

inside out.  
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ATTORNEY MICHELE ANN PALULIS 

Bankruptcy, Real Estate, Estate Planning, 
Personal Injury, Probate, Elder  

Law & Title 19 Assistance/Planning  
(& more!) 

www.attorneypalulis.com 
michele@attorneypalulis.com 

158 Main St.., Suite #2 
Putnam, CT 06260 

(860) 928-9928 

Report of the Eastford Clean Energy Task Force 

By Mary Ellen Ellsworth 

 

DO YOU WANT TO REDUCE YOUR MONTHLY 

ENERGY BILLS? 

 

Here is an update on two exciting initiatives to help fami-

ly finances in Eastford and to benefit 

the environment: 

    1) SolarizeCT – SolarizeCT is a program to help us 

explore options for home-based solar 

energy systems. Roof and ground mounted electric solar 

systems are possible. Such 

systems can provide real cost savings.There will be a sec-

ond SolarizeCT Workshop on 

Thursday November 10, 2016 at 7 pm at the Town 

Office Building. Our goal is to 

double the number of solar installations in Eastford to 46. 

The first 5 homeowners to 

sign contracts will receive 5% off their systems. Home-

owners who sign up for 5+ 

kilowatt systems before November 15th will receive a 

$500 rebate and will automatically 

be entered into a drawing for a $4,000 installation rebate. 

The SolarizeCT/Eastford 

program ends on January 19, 2017. 

    2) Home Energy Solutions – Home Energy Solutions 

is a program which provides low-cost 

home energy audits. A home audit identifies property 

improvements to reduce 

heating and other energy costs. Improvements that may 

be recommended during the audit include weather strip-

ping, sealing drafts, installation of low-energy light bulbs, 

and low-flow 

shower/faucet heads. The auditors may suggest other im-

provements such as increased 

insulation, for which rebates are available. Eastford’s 

Clean Energy Task Force has selected two vendors to work 

with. Our goal is to increase participation in the program in 

Eastford from 5% to 13%. The first workshop will be 

Wednesday November 16th at 7 pm at the Town 

Office Building. Five LED bulbs will be given to the first 

30 households attending. 

Please bring your CFL or incandescent bulbs to swap out. 

For every Home Energy Audit, 

the Town of Eastford will receive $24 or $25, depending 

on the vendor, for the Eastford 

Food Pantry. 

    The Eastford Clean Energy Task Force is a subcommit-

tee of the Town’s Conservation and Historic Preservation 

Commission. Support for these efforts is being supplied by 

the State of Connecticut and industry, at no cost to town 

government. Because Eastford is a 

certified “Clean Energy Community,” the town govern-

ment will receive grants if the 

town meets certain targets for increases in solar systems 

and energy audits. These grants 

can be used for municipal energy-saving projects. 
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 Eastford Independent Fire Co  

By Jeannine Spink, President 

 

FLU SHOT CLINIC:  The EIFC, in cooperation with the 

Northeast District Department of Health, is sponsoring a 

walk-in flu shot clinic for anyone who wants one on 

Wednesday, October 26th from 6-7 p.m. at the firehouse. 

Can’t take time from work or school to get vaccinated? 

Bring your family to a community clinic. Flu shots will 

be available for children and adults. Medicare and most 

insurance is accepted, or pay only $30 by cash or check. 

For vaccination ease, please wear short sleeves under 

your clothes. DO YOUR PART…GET YOUR SHOT! 

    Our condolences to the family and friends of Bob 

“Red” and Fran Newton. Bob, an active member of the 

EIFC for years passed away a few months ago. Fran, who 

passed away recently, was an active member of the origi-

nal Ladies Auxiliary. They both left their mark. 

    You may have noticed the flag at the firehouse flying 

half during the Columbus Day weekend. This was in re-

membrance of the firefighters who have made the ulti-

mate sacrifice to protect lives and property. 

    Fall is here, with winter not far behind. Time to start 

thinking about fire safety and preparing for emergencies.     

This article will focus on keeping our children safe. On 

October 12th, PreK and K students from the EES visited 

the firehouse to see the trucks and talk about fire safety. 

On October 14th, members of the department conducted 

their annual visit, mandatory drill and fire prevention pro-

gram at the school. The plan established by administra-

tion for evacuation and accountability is second to none. 

Parents can be assured their children are safe and well 

prepared for any emergency. By spreading the word 

about fire safety, we can help children and families create 

safer homes and neighborhoods! 

HELLO, PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS! 

Each day you do things to keep your children safe, like 

buckling their seatbelts or holding their hands when you 

cross a busy street. The preschool years are also an im-

portant time to teach children about fire safety. 

    Here are some ways you can support your children at 

home: 

        Ask questions to encourage children to talk about the 

fire safety messages they are learning. 

        Take the time to look over any papers that are sent 

home, such as letters, and schoolwork. 

        Get the rest of the family involved in thinking about 

fire safety. 

        Include them in testing smoke detectors and replacing 

batteries. 

        Ask them to assist you when creating an evacuation 

plan and practice that plan often. 

As children explore their neighborhoods, they become fa-

miliar with the people who help them feel safe. These in-

clude doctors, police officers, crossing guards, educators 

like you, and of course firefighters.  

    Children are often fascinated by firefighters, especially 

when they zoom by in their shiny red fire trucks! However, 

seeing a firefighter in person in all of their special gear may 

be strange or even scary to young children. That is why the 

EIFC visits the EES often, to make children feel safe.   

    Families are always invited to visit the firehouse – you 

don’t need to wait for something formal. The firehouse is a 

fascinating place for children!   Visiting one can help them 

to know their friendly firefighters, explore firefighters’ gear 

and equipment, and check out a real fire truck!  Joining ef-

forts with your EIFC is a wonderful way to help children 

learn about fire safety.  This can be a fun trip a group can 

take when teaching children about people’s jobs or commu-

nity helpers. 

    If you would like to schedule a visit for a group, please 

contact President Jeannine Spink at 860-974-1678 or Lieu-

tenant John Paquin at 860-974-0256 anytime.  

CONSERVE WATER 

We have a serious drought! 

 

A way to conserve water.  

Shut off the faucet while brushing your teeth, and you can 

save as much as FIVE GALLONS of water per brushing. 
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Dear Readers: 

We hope you will contribute to The Eastford Communicator. 
Advertising revenues do not cover printing and postage costs. 
The Communicator is Eastford’s main source of news about local 
events, town government, committees, organizations. We need 
donors to support this effort if we are to continue. If you can, 
please send a donation. Thank you! 

 

Your Name:___________________________________________ 

 

Mailing address_______________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip______________________Amount:____________   

 

Things you’d like to see covered: _______________________ 

 

Please make checks payable to:  
Eastford Communicator  
P.O. Box 253, Eastford CT 06242 
 

THANK YOU! 

The Volunteer Staff of The Communicator 

Tips for Today 

By Liz Ellsworth  

 

Be Thankful in each part of the year for the different sea-

sons.  Practice being Thankful in the season of giving for 

Mother Nature.  Feel gratitude when you head outside to 

walk, run, boat, and explore for the beautiful landscapes.  

Appreciate the colorful leaves, the brisk, sunny days, and 

harvest season this November.  Happy Thanksgiving!    

Megan Calchera  

ATTENTION 
All articles & news for The Communicator must be submitted to 
Deb Yazo: 
E-mail: eastford.communicator@gmail.com 
Deadline: 2nd Wednesday of each Month 
 
Eastford Communicator Volunteers 
Executive Editor  Carol Davidge 
Composition/Layout Deb Yazo 
News Collection  Deb Yazo 
Volunteers  Ruth Yulo 
   Tom French 
 
All items for The Eastford Communicator must include sub-
mitter’s name, address & telephone, for verification. All items 
submitted are subject to editing. The Communicator reserves 
the right to reject any submissions. Opinions expressed are 
those of the submitters and not necessarily those of The Com-
municator. The Communicator will not print items it regards as 
offensive or slanderous. 
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Tom French, Accountant 
Full Accounting & Tax Services 

For Businesses and Individuals 

 

12 Spinnaker Lane, Eastford 
(Located on south shore of Crystal Pond) 
860-974-0197 or tomfrench@charter.net 
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